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The LDC Team

● We work collaboratively across all three divisions 

(HS, MS, ES) on curriculum and professional 

learning related priorities, tasks and events. 

● We lead initiatives across PK12 and support 

initiatives at the divisional levels. 

● We work with every department within the school 

in some capacity. 

Dr. Elizabeth Rossini, Khun Didi, Khun Joom, Bronwyn Weale



Curriculum at ISB
Designed to 

● engage students in exploring and deepening their 

understanding of important ideas. 

● provide students with knowledge and skill 

necessary to understand deeply. 

● ensure students can transfer their learning within 

and outside of school. 



Our school goals 
frame our curricular 
decisions



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=59d3UZTUFQ0


We also 
examine at 
what is 
happening 
outside of 
education. 

World 
Economic 
Forum 
“Skills of the 
Future”





Freedom Within 
Structure

A curriculum that embodies our vision, 
mission, attributes and definition of learning 

○ Focusing on meaningful and transferable 
learning 

A curriculum structure that...

○ Provides coherence across grades/subjects
○ Identifies the goals and levels of rigor expected  
○ Provides clarity about where, within the 

structure, there is freedom for teachers to 
innovate  

A way to clearly communicate the goal(s) of 
our programs  

OUR PHILOSOPHY



Our Curriculum 
Structure

Macro Curriculum 

The broad goals of the ISB 
curriculum organized by subject 
areas.

Includes philosophy statements, 
PK12 frameworks and standards. 

Designed across Pre Kindergarten 
through Grade 12 and aligned to 
the IB program.  

Micro Curriculum 

Course and grade level 
designs.

Organized into 2.5-10 week 
units of instruction. 

Designed for students within 
the course and grade level 
and aligned to the macro 
curriculum. 

 



Many pieces fit together to create 
ISB’s curriculum 

 Philosophies About Learning

Course/Grade Level Standards

Broad, transferable goals/ideas

Units of instruction providing 
the context for the larger goals



The curriculum is organized in the following categories

Discipline Specific
● Math
● Science
● Social Studies
● English
● World Languages
● Native Languages
● Health and Physical Education
● Visual Arts
● Performing Arts (drama, dance, music)
● English as an Additional Language
● Design, Technology, Engineering

Across Disciplines
● Culture of Care 
● Information Communication Technology
● English as an Additional Language
● Learning Support
● ISB Learner Attributes
● Definition of Learning
● Experiential Outdoor Education

Please note: the behind the scenes organization of the 
PK12 curriculum is subject specific. 

However, when it comes to classroom level curriculum 
things are much more interdisciplinary. 



Our Curriculum 
Design Process

Designed using a common 
planning format called 
Understanding by Design 

Macro Curriculum 

Developed collaboratively by 
PK12 teams under LDC 
facilitation. 

Supported by the divisional 
administration.

Micro Curriculum 

Designed by course level and 
grade level teaching teams. 

Supported by the  LDC in 
collaboration with the 
divisional administration. 



We use a backward 
design process... 

to think through three 
important questions. 

These questions help us 
stayed focused on the 
learning goals

1. What are the learning goals?

2. What assessments will show 
evidence of meeting those goals?

3. What learning activities will 
prepare students for those 
assessments and those goals?    



=

Just as a building site starts with a vision and broad goals, 
so does our curriculum. We start from our school goals. 



=

Just as a master planner would closely envision each 
area of the building site, we zero in on each subject area 
to develop our philosophy of learning in that area. 



=

Once all the buildings are envisioned, builders then look at the specifications for each building. 

We do the same thing. 

We think deeply about the key  goals for each curriculum area. 



=

The next step for builders would be to zero in on the specifications for each floor. 
We also zero in further to determine what learning should look like at each grade level using subject specific 
standards and IB course specific aims. 



=

A further refinement for our planning is that teachers attend to the different grade level needs of their learners 
sometimes in subject specific units and sometimes in cross subjects units/collabortions. 



Coherence Matters
Just as a building site needs to be well 
articulated and planned, so does a 
curriculum. 

Our teachers have the tools necessary 
to build their units of instruction and 
daily lessons to ensure they are 
meeting the grade level goals, the 
program goals and ultimately the 
school goals. 

This is all by design! 



Unit 
Level



Grade/ 
Course 
Level Unit Level



Program Level

Unit Level

Grade Level



School Level

Unit Level

Grade Level

Program Level





Other ways we focus on 
coherence

Using common tools  for 
teaching, assessing and learning



Narrative
Informational 
Argument



World 
Language 
Continuum



Problem Solving 
Rubric

Common 
Across ES 







Transfer Goal:
● Recognize and solve never-seen-before, ‘messy’ 

mathematical problems in which the appropriate 
solution is not obvious.

Understanding:
● Numerical and algebraic skills and concepts allow 

us to describe real world situations both 
symbolically, graphically and allow us to model 
relationships.

Question:
● How do I determine the best mathematical 

representation for a given situation?

Math Example



Students across 
multiple grades 
are working 
toward the same 
broad goals 



The power of essential questions - 
How does where you live determine how you live? 



Data analysis helps 
us refine and revise 
our curriculum 

We examine multiple data sources to make decisions about 
our curriculum and program offerings:

Data sources include:
● Classroom level   

○ Unit assessment, observations, journals
● Grade level 

○ DDDs, trends in performance, observations 
● External data - MAP, ISA, IB
● Surveys - student, parent, teacher
● Program level  

○ Cornerstone assessments, gap/overlap 
analysis, random sampling of student data, audit 

● Feedback - principal forums, HoS forums, PTA, 
teacher to LDC, parent/student questions

● Trends in curriculum world wide



Dr. Elizabeth Rossini
● elizabethr@isb.ac.th

Bronwyn Weale
● bronwynw@isb.ac.th 
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